
 

High Holy Day COVID Fund Appeal Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) 

I make an annual commitment, why am I being asked to give over and above that? 

First of all, thank you for making your annual commitment, your Gift from the Heart. The truth of the matter is that in a normal 

year, annual commitment money only covers about 60% of our expenses. That is why we need to do other fundraising 

throughout the year. Obviously, this year, COVID -19 is affecting us all, making IHC’s need even greater than usual. 

Why do you do the appeal during our most sacred holidays? 

In 2012, IHC leadership decided that we needed to do what most other synagogues do every year: appeal to our members to 

support our community during the High Holy Days, when our hearts are most connected to our Jewish selves and to our 

Congregation.  

What is our goal for this year’s Appeal? 

In recent years, we raised about $70,000 during our High Holy Day Appeal. Rather than having a separate High Holy Day Appeal 

as well as a COVID Appeal in this year of unusual need, our leadership made the decision to have a combined High Holy Day 

COVID Fund Appeal, with a combined goal of $300,000 to help us raise the last of the funds needed for 2020, as well as to start 

our fundraising efforts for 2021 on a positive note. We already know that the impact of COVID-19 will continue well into 2021, 

and we know that our budget gap for 2021 is substantial. 

What happens if we do not meet our $300,000 goal? 

We are hopeful and optimistic that if every IHC member (and our guests and friends of IHC) participate, we will be able to meet 

this goal. The staff and leadership are already working on contingency plans, as well as forecasting into 2021. 

Speaking of 2021, will I be asked to give again? 

Yes, you will hear more about 2021 after the High Holy Days, when we determine the results of this appeal and continue to reduce 
other expenses. At that time, we will begin our conversations with you about your 2021 annual commitment and ways you can help us 
continue to weather the storm for 2021. 

Did I hear something about a Challenge Match? 

Yes, just as we were preparing to kick off this year’s High Holy Day COVID Fund Appeal, we were approached by a generous donor who 
offered IHC an incentive to raise $50,000 before Erev Rosh Hashanah. If we can get to the first $50,000 by September 17, she will 
match it. When this happens, it means two things: the first $50,000 of gifts are really worth twice as much and we will be a third of the 
way to our $300,000 goal! 

What if I already gave to the COVID-19 Emergency Fund or the 2020 High Holy Day COVID Fund Appeal? 

First and foremost, thank you for your gift. We are grateful for your sacred partnership. If you are able to give more, it is most 
appreciated. It will take all of us, as IHC stakeholders, working together to solve this problem. 

Who do I call if I have additional questions? 

Please contact our Executive Director, Dan Silien. He can be reached during regular business hours at 317-255-6647 or at 

dans@ihcindy.org. You may also reach out to our IHC president, Eloise Paul, at president@ihcindy.org. 


