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5781| A New Year. A New Way.
This year’s High Holy Days will be unlike any we have experienced
in the past. In order to prioritize the health and safety of our community,
all 5781 High Holy Day services and participation will be virtual and
available to view online. Our primary services will also be on WICR-fm.
We are committed to bringing IHC services and programs to you, wherever
you are, in new, creative, and dynamic ways. We have poured every
ounce of ingenuity and spirit into this moment, creating an interactive,
inviting, and meaningful excursion into prayer, reflection, and renewal.
Whether you’re Jewish, Jew-ish, or just spiritually seeking, we want you
to feel part of our community and connected to this extraordinary
moment, even as you’re sitting on your couch or at your kitchen table,
with friends and family, or alone this year. Together, we will embrace this
High Holy Day season as a community.
Use this booklet to help guide you through the High Holy Days at IHC.
More information, links to our services, experiences, and other resources
can be found at ihcindy.org/HighHolyDays.
Gmar Chatimah Tovah. May You Be Inscribed for A Good Year.

A Year Like No Other.
A Message From Our Rabbi

Dear IHC Friends,
With the High Holy Days just around the corner, our staff and clergy team have been hard at work
creating spiritually uplifting and meaningful services for the Days of Awe. Of course this year will
be like no other, as all of our offerings will be online instead of in-person. But we are excited about
the breadth and depth of programs we will be able to share this year.
One highlight that would not be possible any other year, is that we have coordinated with many
famous Jewish musicians from around the country who are going to be joining us virtually. These
guest artists will each add their own unique touch to services, partnering with our IHC clergy and
helping to create powerful experiences with us.
All of the details you’ll need to join are contained in this mailing. We understand that some of you
will prefer to simply tune in to WICR 88.7-fm, which will be broadcasting our services as usual.
We hope that, in addition, many will download a prayer book, or pick one up from our Brotherhood
and Sisterhood during our scheduled times, and explore Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur through
livestreaming.
Together, I know we can create something truly special. I look forward to “seeing” you there.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Brett Krichiver, Senior Rabbi

Yes, we will miss gathering together at
IHC in our beautiful sanctuary, coming
dressed in our High Holy Day finery. As
we are all reimagining how we are going
to do the High Holy Days “COVID” style,
here are some ways you can create your
sanctuary at home and within.

From Our
Sanctuary
to Yours:
Creating
Your
Sanctuary
at Home
& Within.

EMBRACE THE SITUATION
For most of us, coming together for the
High Holy Days is one of the best times of
the year. We get to see people we don’t
see very often, worship together as a
community, share a holiday meal or break
the fast together. This year, as our grief
turns to acceptance, be open to trying
new things, and remain hopeful that we
will soon be able to join together in person
at IHC, our spiritual home.
SEEK OUT THE PERFECT SPOT
Spend some time choosing your prayer
space carefully. This space you choose
will be your sanctuary; the place where
you and your family can gather together
for our High Holy Day services and
experiences. It might be in your family
room, dining room table or wherever you
prefer. Just make sure you have a place
for the computer or device you will be
using to stream our services. If your
‘Perfect Spot’ is outside in nature, make
sure your device of choice can connect
with the internet where you are.
CREATE YOUR SPACE WITH INTENTION
Once you have decided where your
sanctuary will be, now it is time to create
your space. You may want to say a blessing or kavannah (“intention”) over it to
mark it as your sanctuary. Suggestions of
verses and blessings can be found at
ihcindy.org/HighHolyDays. Remove
anything that will distract you, then add

objects that will help assist with your
emotional, mental and spiritual needs.
Some examples include a scented candle
or essential oils, favorite family Judaica
items like candlesticks, Kiddush cup or
shofar, a cozy pillow or two and any ritual
items, like your prayer shawl, kippah and
prayer books.
USE THE SPACE AS YOUR SANCTUARY
Remember that this sacred spot was
created by you, for you and your family.
Using your sanctuary space will help you
honor your intention for meaningful Days
of Awe. If possible, move the computer
space back so that you are “watching”
the screen more than “manipulating” it.
Consider connecting your computer to
a TV screen so it feels less like a work
device. Try to limit or disconnect auditory
distractions, like notifications. Close your
email and other apps so you can be fully
present during each service.
TAKE TIME FOR REFLECTION
Consider using your sanctuary as a place
to meditate, pray or just reflect during
these days. Perhaps come into your
sanctuary a little early to get ready for our
services or experiences. Stay after they
end, to reflect on what they meant to you
and how you may incorporate change in
your life for the coming year.
DISCOVER YOUR VIRTUAL STYLE
If dressing in nicer clothes for the High
Holy Days is your thing and will make the
days feel special, then by all means get
dressed up. If you are more comfortable
in your casual clothes, that’s fine, too.
Our services are come as you please!
Includes ideas from Rabbi Elyse Goldstein

This Year.

A Message From Our Executive Director

Dear IHC Family,
Rosh Hashanah, which literally means “head of the year,” is the first day of the Jewish year. This “head of the year” is like
no other. Words such as masks, social distancing and virtual services are now the “new normal”. Zoom has become a verb
in a way we never imagined. However, no matter how different this year is from past years, it does not mean that we cannot
have a meaningful and spiritual celebration of the High Holy Days – they will just be experienced in a new way.
Throughout its long history, Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation has been here for our community – and this tradition
continues during this pandemic. In March, we transformed our vibrant and thriving congregation into a virtual congregation
in a timeframe I did not previously imagine possible. Our dedicated clergy, staff, and you, our members, allowed us to
continue to live up to our mission to provide an inclusive Jewish community where all congregants matter, are inspired
to action through Jewish values and experience Judaism in a meaningful way.
Within these materials is information about our High Holy Days. This includes many familiar items such as Sisterhood’s
High Holy Days Greetings and a schedule of our services, as well as some items that are new, such as a way to access
our services, sermons, and other special High Holy Day moments virtually.
In addition to being able to access our services online, we are thrilled to continue our long relationship with WICR, and
will once again simulcast several High Holy Day services (see the Schedule page for more details). In fact, not only will
we broadcast our traditional four services on WICR 88.7-fm, but they have agreed to broadcast our Yizkor service as well!
Please be sure to check our Weekly Update as we get closer to the holidays for detailed information about accessing all
of our programming, as well as any updates about our High Holy Days services. If you cannot access our Weekly Update
or website, contact our office and let a staff member know so we can make sure you stay informed via other means.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out to any of our incredible IHC staff If you have any questions or need additional information.
Thank you for continuing to be a part of the IHC community. On behalf of the Clergy, Staff and IHC Board of Directors,
L’Shanah Tovah to you and your family! Best wishes for 5781 from all of us.
Warmly,

Dan Silien, Executive Director

Experiencing the High Holy Days ‘virtually’ means that you can be part of our
services and experiences from wherever you are. You don’t have to worry about
getting to IHC on time, remembering to bring tickets, parking, passing through
security or choosing where to sit. You don’t have to worry about what to wear
or being too hot or too cold. You don’t have to worry about anything, because
we have made accessing our vast selection of High Holy Day services and
experiences, ‘virtually’ seamless. Here are some things you will want to know:
IF I AM NOT COMING TO IHC, WHERE DO I GO?

Be Part
of Our
High Holy
Days.
From
Wherever
You Are.

Online
All our High Holy Days experiences can be accessed online at
www.ihcindy.org/HighHolyDays.
When you visit this High Holy Day homepage, you will see how easy it is to connect to
IHC’s services and experiences. With just one click, you will get to our Livestream and
Zoom services, special messages and more. This homepage will be the jump-off page
for all things High Holy Days. Additional links may be added on each holiday, so check
back for updates.
Radio
Each and every year, we are proud to offer our main High Holy Day Services on
WICR 88.7-fm. This year is no different. We will broadcast our regular services for
Erev Rosh Hashanah, Rosh Hashanah Morning, Kol Nidre and Yom Kippur Morning,
plus this year: our Yizkor service.
Telephone
For any services and experiences on Zoom, we are able to provide a telephone number
and meeting code so you may call in. You will find these numbers on the schedule of
our services at ihcindy.org/HighHolyDays. If you do not use the internet, please call our
office during business hours a few days before the holiday and we can provide these
numbers to you. Remember, our offices are closed on our holy days, so try to plan in
advance.
YouTube
If you didn’t know already, IHC has our own You Tube Channel. We have created a
High Holy Day playlist where you will find helpful videos, high holy day sermons and
more. You will find easy links to this playlist at ihcindy.org/HighHolyDays, but if you are
ready to check out our channel now, visit http://youtube.com/c/IHCOnline. Be sure to
subscribe to our channel, so you will know when new videos are added.

CAN MY FRIENDS AND FAMILY WHO ARE NOT IHC MEMBERS ATTEND?
Absolutely! Another bright side of being 100 percent virtual means that
anyone near and far can take part in our High Holy Day experience.
We welcome everyone to share in our Days of Awe. Please help by sharing
our High Holy Day website at ihcindy.org/HighHolyDays for all information.
We ask that everyone who participates consider donating to our High Holy
Day COVID Fund to help defray our costs in providing these services.
Donations can be made online at ihcindy.org/HighHolyDays.
WHAT DO WE DO ABOUT THE MACHZOR (PRAYER BOOK)?
We have four options for you to acquire the set of Mishkan HaNefesh
High Holy Day prayer books:
•

 njoy a free online flipbook edition offered by the Central Conference of
E
American Rabbis (CCAR). Sophisticated users suggest that it is easier to use
a second device for viewing this prayer book during services. Find the link
to view this free version at https://www.ccarnet.org/publications/hhd

•

 urchase your own set of prayer books. CCAR is offering a 20% discount
P
through September 20. Use this promo code: MHN2020 when ordering
at ccarpress.org.

•

Purchase Mishkan HaNefesh’s ebook through Kindle.

•

 orrow a set from IHC. Brotherhood and Sisterhood have organized this
B
year’s borrowing program. To reserve your copies by September 7th,
you must complete the form at ihcindy.org/HighHolyDays/prayerbooks
or speak to someone in the IHC office. You will then be able to drive-up
for IHC’s ‘contact-limited’ pick up dates scheduled for Wednesday,
September 9 and Sunday, September 13. Times will be confirmed during
the reservation process.

Read more about these options, Caring Community’s delivery service for our
homebound, reserve your prayer books, and more at ihcindy.org/prayerbooks.
WHAT IF I HAVE QUESTIONS?
We are here for you, should you need anything! Even as our offices remain
closed, we are still working remotely. Call us at 317-255-6647 during
business hours.

A Full
Complement
of Leaders.

Rabbi Brett Krichiver

Cantor Aviva Marer

Rabbi Jordana Chernow-Reader

Rabbi Roxanne Shapiro

Join Us for the High Holy Days
Featuring Our Clergy Team.

Cantor Emerita Janice Roger

Soloist Tami Krichiver

And These Special Guest Artists

Nefesh Mountain

Dan Nichols

Noah Aronson

Links to our Guest Artists’ websites can
be found at ihcindy.org/HighHolyDays.

Michelle Citrin

Elana Arian

5781/2020 High Holy Day Services
Schedule and Experiences

SELICHOT
Selichot means ‘Prayers for Forgiveness’ and when said
together during a service that falls on the Saturday before
Rosh Hashanah, allows us to turn introspectively within
ourselves to express our desire to change and repent.
September 12 8PM
Return Again: A Meditative Healing Experience
Enter this season of introspection with Havdalah, Selichot
reflections, the changing of our Torah covers to white, and
a meditative healing experience. Join our clergy with special
guest Nefesh Mountain as we ‘return again’.
ROSH HASHANAH
Known as the birthday of our world, it is the day to hear the
call of the shofar, and to be in radical amazement of the world
that surrounds us. Our spirits are lifted as friends, family,
and community members from all over the world are called
together for a day of earnest reflection and renewal.
September 18 8PM
Erev Rosh Hashanah*
Our service, featuring beautiful melodies and prayers, will
help us usher in these Days of Awe and inspire us to make
meaningful change in ourselves and our lives.
September 19 9:30AM
Rosh Hashanah – Retreat Style
This casual service inspired by our beloved Rosh Hashanah
Retreat features home-grown artist Dan Nichols and is
perfect for all ages.

11AM Morning Service*
Our morning continues with more beautiful melodies and
prayers as powerful reminders that this is a time for us to take
stock of ourselves before we enter the coming year. A modern
take on the ‘Akedah’ will help us understand this complicated
story of the Binding of Isaac.
Choose Your Time
Hear the Call: Drive-In Parking Lot Shofar Service
Join us in person for this innovative way to experience the call
of the shofar. While we are so excited to be gathering together,
we ask that for everyone’s safety, you remain in your car.
Choose from these times and locations:
1PM IHC Parking Lot
2PM Shapiro’s South Parking Lot, located
at 808 S. Meridian Street, Downtown
3PM West Park Parking Lot, located at 2700
W. 116th Street, Carmel
2PM Tot Experience
Families with young children (and ‘kids at heart’) will enjoy this
fun-filled experience featuring all of their favorite melodies for
this special time of year and will be available all afternoon. If
this time doesn’t work for your family, the link to this experience
will be available all day.
YOM KIPPUR
This is the day we all pass before God – a God who is merciful,
compassionate, abounding in love, and forgiving. We ask to
be granted forgiveness for past mistakes. We seek to be made
whole, to begin anew, to move forward with our lives with all
of the potential and promise that lies within each one of us.

September 27 6:15PM
Kol Nidre*
The sun sets, ushering in the holiest day of the year. Kol Nidre
gives us permission to pray with each other, with all of our
imperfections and longings for healing. The liturgy and ageold melodies invite us to break new ground and create space
for something new.
September 28 9:30AM
Nefesh
Join us for an informal, song-filled service featuring special
guest artist Noah Aronson and soloist Tami Krichiver who will
join Rabbi Brett Krichiver and Rabbi Jordana Chernow-Reader
in the round.
11AM Morning Service*
Our traditional morning service (and fast) continues with
beautiful music, prayers and litany of confession asking God
(and ourselves) to forgive us so we can start the New Year
with a clean slate.
1PM Healing Service
This popular service brings comfort and healing through
beautiful music, readings and prayer, featuring special guest
artist Michelle Citrin, Cantor Aviva Marer and soloist
Tami Krichiver.
2PM Tefilah, Teshuvah, Tzedakah:
The Three Pillars of our Days of Awe
We will spend the afternoon together studying these
three pillars with Rabbi Brett Krichiver, Rabbi Jordana
Chernow-Reader, and Rabbi Roxanne Shapiro. Zoom breakout
rooms will allow us to have more intimate conversations.

2PM Teen/Pre-Teen Reflective Experience
Our teens have designed this experience to help find a
space to reflect on the holiness of the day. Perfect for teens
and pre-teens.
2PM Tot Experience
Families with young children (and ‘kids at heart’) will enjoy
this experience with simple themes and melodies for this
holiest day of the year. The link to this experience will be
available all day.
3PM Musical Reflective Experience
This instrumentally introspective experience featuring worldclass instrumentalists allows space for contemplation and
prayer.
4PM Yizkor*
This memorial service is for those in our community
experiencing loss, by helping us all to remember and honor
our loved ones.
5PM N’ilah and Havdalah
As heaven’s gates begin to close, join our clergy and special
guest artist, Elana Arian to conclude Yom Kippur and to hear
the final blasts of the shofar.
Visit ihcindy.org/HighHolyDays for one-click access to our
services and experiences. Services marked with an asterisk
will be simulcast on WICR 88.7-fm.
Please save the dates for our joyous Sukkot celebration
on Friday evening October 2nd and Simchat Torah with
Consecration on Friday evening October 9th, both during
6:15 pm Shabbat services.

This Year More Than Ever.
A Message From Our IHC President

Dear IHC Family,
I will deeply miss being part of our congregation physically in our beautiful synagogue on the High Holy Days.
Instead, each of us must symbolically carry the beauty of our Torah and our community so we can continue to be a
beacon of comfort, friendship, support and spiritual renewal in the year ahead.
We depend on our annual High Holy Day Appeal to cover our expenses in normal times. So this year’s Appeal is more
important than ever. We already know that this year is anything but normal. COVID-19 has affected us all greatly.
You’ve already heard what we expect our shortfall for this year to be. If not, you can read my message sent last month,
along with FAQ’s about this annual Appeal, at ihcindy.org/HighHolyDays.
The truth of the matter is this: We all need to work together to raise the necessary funds to sustain IHC through the difficult
months ahead and in to 2021. We have aptly named this year’s campaign the 2020 High Holy Day COVID Fund Appeal,
and we are asking for each and every one of you to participate. We are a community. We all depend on each other. We are
grateful for those who have already contributed. Because of your generosity totaling almost $150,000, we are left with a
goal for this year’s Appeal of $300,000. This lofty goal is a combination of what we had already set for this year’s Appeal
(before COVID-19) and what we are expecting our 2020 shortfall to be. I am confident that, with your help and 100%
participation, we can exceed this goal.
If you have already contributed to the COVID-19 Emergency Fund, we are grateful. If you can contribute additional funds
to this Appeal, please do.
If you have not yet contributed, please be part of the solution by making your contribution (of any amount) to the
2020 High Holy Day COVID Fund. Thank you for being as generous as you are able and for your ongoing support of IHC.
In gratitude and wishing you a happy healthy new year,

Eloise Paul, President, IHC Board of Directors

If Torah represents the best of our ideals and presents us
with a roadmap to create a better world, then each of us
must take on the responsibility of learning and teaching
and celebrating and carrying that Torah. We carry the
Torah when we give of our time and energy, but we also
must carry the Torah financially. As the ancient rabbis
understood - providing for our schools, staff and clergy,
and supporting scholarships and programs and classes,
even simply keeping the lights on in our beautiful building–
all of this “bread” or physical sustenance is profoundly
connected to “Torah.” We cannot have one without the
other. This is why we have named our High Holy Day
Appeal ‘Without Bread, There is No Torah’.

	

Please give generously.
—Rabbi Brett Krichiver

High Holy Day Enhancements
OUR CARING COMMUNITY IS HERE FOR YOU
IHC’s Caring Community Corps is gearing up to connect with
congregants during the High Holy Day season. If you, a member
of your family, or a congregant you know, would appreciate
a friendly phone call, or must rely on volunteers to get to IHC
to pick up and return a set of borrowed High Holy Day prayer
books, please let us know as soon as possible by contacting
Norm Sider at 317-627-2747 or at nssider@gmail.com.
Due to COVID-19, we anticipate needing a record number of
volunteers to do the above (and more) and to reach out to the
most vulnerable among us. Please contact Norm to join our
team using his contact information above.
HAPPY CHALLAH DAYS
Our kitchen may be closed, but thanks to Brian and
Sally Shapiro and Shapiro’s Delicatessen & Bakery, we will
make sure you have your round challahs for the holidays.
When you order these delicious loaves, you will not only
be breaking delicious bread, but you will also be supporting
our ECC. Find out all of the details, including variety and
cost, ‘contact-limited’ pick up dates and more at
ihcindy.org/challah. Orders are due by September 10.
REMEMBRANCE BOOK
As you know, our Brotherhood normally distributes the annual
Elmer Wohlfeld Memorial Book of Remembrance during our
Yizkor service. This year, you can view it easily online.
Just visit ihcindy.org/HighHolyDays and click on the link for
the Book of Remembrance. If you have not yet confirmed your
list of loved ones to be included in the book and sent your
contribution, you have until September 4th to complete your
order. Visit ihcindy.org/memorial for the online form.

SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP’S
NEW CONCIERGE SHOPPING EXPERIENCE
Just in time for the High Holy Days, Sisterhood is now offering
concierge shopping every Wednesday between 10am and
noon. Your Sisterhood personal shopper will guide you through
the gift shop (by phone or video), help you make your selection,
and even gift wrap your items. Then we arrange for ‘contactlimited’ curbside pickup at IHC. Schedule your concierge
shopping experience at ihcsisterhoodgiftshop1@gmail.com
or by calling Bonnie Foster at 317-697-5642.
BREAK-THE-FAST AT OUR VIRTUAL HOLIDAY TABLE
LAF (Life After Fifty) invites you to be part of their Breakthe-Fast around a virtual holiday table. You’ll enjoy your own
Break-the-Fast favorites while you “Zoom in” starting 15
minutes after the final blast of the shofar during IHC’s N’ilah
and Havdalah service. Everyone, regardless of age or whether
local or at a distance, is welcome to join our virtual family for
friendship and great conversation. Accept the invitation and
find the sign up at ihcindy.org/break-the-fast.
ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE.
BE PART OF SOMETHING GREATER.
Brit Olam, IHC’s social justice advocacy program, challenges
our entire community to vote this November. Help us reach our
goal of becoming a 100% Voting Congregation. Learn more
about how to register and how to vote at ihcindy.org/vote.
A man once came before his rabbi (Chazon Ish 1878-1953) and
explained that he didn’t have enough money to pay taxes, and
therefore would not be allowed to vote in an upcoming election.
The rabbi responded: “Sell all your Jewish ritual objects if you
have to, you can borrow those from another. The right to vote
you cannot get from someone else.”

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO CONTRIBUTE TO THIS YEAR’S HIGH HOLY DAY COVID EMERGENCY FUND:
1. Donate online at ihcindy.com/HighHolyDays.
Please consider covering the credit card fee so that 100%
of your contribution benefits IHC.

2. Fill out the form below and send it with your check (payable
to IHC) or credit card information to:
Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation
Attn. HHD Appeal
6501 N. Meridian Street, Indianapolis, IN 46260

TEAR ALONG PERFORATION

We urge 100% participation in this year’s Appeal, at any contribution level. Thank you for supporting IHC during this difficult time.
Yes, I/We are ready to invest in IHC by supporting the 2020 High Holy Day COVID Fund Appeal!
Enclosed please find my/our donation of:

□ $5781 (New Hebrew Year)` □ $3600 □ $1800 □ $1000 □ $750 □ $500
□ $360 □ $180 □ $90 □ $54 □ $36 □ $18 □ Other $____________
For donor recognition, please list my/our name(s) as:

□ I/We would prefer to give anonymously.
Name(s):
Address:
City:
Email:

State:

Zip:

□ Enclosed is my/our check, made payable to IHC
□ Please use my credit card
Card Number
Expiration Date:
Signature:

□ Visa

□ MC (Help by Covering the 3% Fee)
Security Code Number

/

(MM/Year)

For your convenience, the contribution form for High Holy Day Greetings is on the reverse side.

Send High Holy Day Greetings
Each year, Sisterhood offers you the opportunity to honor and show your appreciation for our clergy team, professional
staff and their families. Your contribution supports the Youth, Education and Special Projects (YES) Fund of the Women of
Reform Judaism (WRJ) which provides scholarships and educational loans for students at Hebrew Union College and supports
youth activities across the world. Locally, your donation supports Sisterhood’s funding of a wide range of youth and adult
programming at IHC.
It’s easy. Simply complete this form and send it with your donation. Sisterhood will send a beautiful greeting card to each
of our staff and clergy, with your name(s) included. Please complete this section and mail it to IHC with your check, payable to
IHC Sisterhood by September 15.
If you prefer, you may order online at ihcindy.org/highholydaygreetings

I/We would like to be included on the High Holy Day greeting card to:
(Select the clergy and staff you would like to greet)

□ Rabbi Brett Krichiver & Family			

□ Cantor Aviva Marer & Family

□ Rabbi Jordana Chernow-Reader & Family

□ Rabbi Roxanne Shapiro & Family

□ Executive Director Dan Silien & Family

□ Cantor Emerita Janice Roger & Family

Please list my/our names on the card as:
Name(s):
Address:
City:
Email:

State:

Zip:

We suggest a minimum donation or $18 per listing, but any contribution is appreciated.
Be included on all 6 greeting cards for $100 (an $8 dollar savings).
We are enclosing a total contribution amount of $

SHANAH TOVAH

ihcindy.org/HighHolyDays

