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1) Unetaneh Tokef prayer 

“U’Teshuvah, u’Tefillah, u”Tzedakah ma’avirin et roah hag’zeirah” 

But teshuvah (return/repentance/turning) 

and tefillah (introspection/gratitude/prayer) 

and tzedakah (justice/charity) 

avert the severity of the decree 

 

 

2) Mishneh Torah – Laws of Repentance (Maimonides - 12th cen) 10:1 

We must be especially careful to observe the mitzvah of tzedakah,  

more so than any other positive mitzvah, for tzedakah is a sign  

of the righteous [tzadik] lineage of Abraham, our father,  

as it is said, (Genesis 18:19) For I have singled him out,  

that he may instruct his children and his lineage  

[to keep the way of God] by doing what is just [tzedakah] and right… 

 

 

3) Babylonian Talmud Baba Batra 9a 

Rav Assi further said: Tzedakah is equivalent to all the other religious precepts 

(mitzvot) combined, as it says, ‘Also we made ordinances for us, to charge 

ourselves yearly with the third part of a shekel for the service of the house of 

our God;’  it is not written, ‘an ordinance,’ but, ‘ordinances’ 

 

 

4) Mishneh Torah – Gifts for the Poor 10:4 

Anyone who gives tzedakah to a poor person with a scowl and causes their 

face to fall in shame - even if they gave a thousand zuz, they have caused 

damage and lost any merit.  

 

/Genesis.18.19


5) MT – Gifts for the Poor  10:7 

There are eight levels of tzedakah, each one greater than the other. The 

greatest level, higher than all the rest, is to fortify a fellow Jew and give him a 

gift, a loan, form with him a partnership, or find work for him, until he is strong 

enough so that he does not need to ask others [for sustenance]. 

 

6) MT – Gifts for the Poor  10:16 

The greatest among the sages used to give a perutah (small coin) to the poor 

before every prayer service and only afterwards would they pray, as it is said, 

(Psalms 17:15) Then I, justified [b’tzedek], will behold Your face. 

 

7) Deuteronomy 15:4-11 

However, there will be no poor people among you, for in the land Adonai your 

God is giving you to possess as your inheritance, God will richly bless you if 

only you fully obey Adonai your God and are careful to follow all these 

commands I am giving you today… There will always be poor people in the 

land. Therefore, I command you to be openhanded toward your neighbors 

who are poor and needy in your land. 

 

8) MT Gifts for the Poor 6:10 

In the case of one who does not want to give tzedakah or who gives less than 

he should, a court should beat him with blows of chastisement until he gives 

what they estimate he should. They should bring down his money in front of 

his face and take from him what he should have given, and they may pawn his 

property for tzedakah, even if it is on the eve of the Sabbath. 

 

9) BT Ketubot 68a 

Furthermore, R. Hiyya b. Rav of Difti taught: R. Joshua b. Korha said: Anyone 

who hides his eye from tzedakah is like one who worships idols, for here it is 

written, “Beware that there be not a base thought in your heart” 

(Deuteronomy 15:9) etc. and there it is written, “Certain base fellows have 

gone out” (Deuteronomy 13:14) – just as there [the crime is that of] idolatry, 

so here it is idolatry. 
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10) BT Baba Batra 11a 

It is told of King Monobaz (King of Adiabene, 1st cen) that he gave away all his 

own wealth and the wealth of his ancestors in years of scarcity. His brothers 

and his father's household came to him and said, ‘Your father saved money 

and added to the treasures of his fathers, and you are squandering them.’  

 

He replied: ‘My fathers stored below and I am storing above, as it says, ‘Truth 

springs out of the earth and righteousness looks down from heaven.’ (Ps 

85:11) My fathers stored in a place which can be tampered with, but I have 

stored in a place which cannot be tampered with, as it says, ‘Righteousness 

and judgment are the foundation of his throne.’ (Ps 97:2) My fathers stored 

something which produces no fruit, but I have stored something which does 

produce fruit, as it is written, ‘Say of the righteous [tzaddik] that it shall be well 

with them, for they shall eat of the fruit of their acts.’ (Isa 3:10) My fathers 

gathered treasures of money, but I have gathered treasures of souls, as it is 

written, ‘The fruit of the righteous [tzaddik] is a tree of life, and one that is 

wise wins souls.’ (Prov 11:30) My fathers gathered for others and I have 

gathered for myself, as it says, ‘[Return the cloak to him by sunset] and this 

will be credited to you as righteousness [tzedakah].’ (Deut 24:13) My fathers 

gathered for this world, but I have gathered for the world to come, as it says, 

‘Your righteousness [tzedakah] shall go before you, and the glory of God shall 

be your rear guard.’ (Isa 58:8) 

 

11)  A rabbi was distressed at the lack of generosity among his congregants. So 
he prayed that the rich should give more charity to the poor. 
“And has your prayer been answered?” asked his wife.  
“Half of it was,” replied the rabbi. “The poor are willing to accept.” 


