
 

Is God Responsible for Natural Disasters?   
 

Based on a sheet by Rabbi Dina Rosenberg 
 
 

Is God vengeful? 
Does God use natural disasters as punishment? 

 Is God's interaction with humanity the same in the Torah as it is today? 
 
 
Genesis 6:6 

(6) And the LORD regretted that God had made man on earth, and God's 
heart was saddened. 

 
 
Genesis 6:7 

(7) The LORD said, “I will blot out from the earth the men whom I 
created—men together with beasts, creeping things, and birds of the sky; 
for I regret that I made them.” 

 
 
Or HaChaim on Genesis 6:7:1 

 G'd said: I will wipe out man.  The .ויאמר השם אמחה את האדם
Torah tells us that Noach "found favour in the eyes of G'd," i.e. not 
on account of his deeds. Once G'd had decided that He "regretted" 
having made man Noach's good deeds would have had no impact 
on his fate. He needed an act of grace by G'd to save him. The fact 
that G'd granted Noach grace does not mean that he did not deserve 
to survive based on his good deeds. There are certain categories of 
 .good deeds, which secure a person grace in the eyes of G'd ,מצות
G'd has deliberately refrained from telling us which מצות fall into 
that category because otherwise everybody would merely 
concentrate on performing those commandments. 
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Chizkuni, Genesis 6:7:1 

 I shall wipe out the human race;” when G-d had“ ,אמחה את האדם
created the human He had not prefaced this with the singular mode: 
 let us make,” as He“ ,נעשה :I shall make,” but He had said“ ,אעשה
had consulted with the angels about that project. As soon as He had 
created them the angels had belittled this creature, saying: מה אנוש 
 ,what is so special about the human race that You, G-d“ ,כי תזכרנו
should devote so much time and effort to its creation?” (Psalms 
8,5) This is why He did not consult them about wiping out the 
human race. A few hundred years later, when man had built the 
Tower, G-d once more consulted with the angels about what 
punishment to administer to these people who had developed such 
arrogance. (compare Genesis 11,7: הבה נרדה ובבלה שפתם, “let us 
descend and confuse their language.” 2 

 
 
Radak on Genesis 6:7:2 

 Why were all these creatures wiped ,אמחה את האדם אשר בראתי
out also? What had they done to deserve this? They had only been 
created for the sake of man. If there was no purpose for man on 
earth, neither was there a purpose for all of these living creatures. 
  
 Some of our sages (Sanhedrin 108) claim that the animals had 
become corrupt, copying man’s corrupt ways, so that they too 
deserved to die in their own right. They had become guilty of 
mating with species not their own, thus frustrating G’d’s plan that 
each species remain pure. Other sages (on the same folio) agree 
with the first opinion we offered, i.e. that in the absence of man on 
earth there was no purpose in the earth being populated by animals. 

 
 
Genesis 6:13 

(13) God said to Noah, “I have decided to put an end to all flesh, for the 
earth is filled with lawlessness because of them: I am about to destroy 
them with the earth. 
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Genesis 8:21-22 

(21) The LORD smelled the pleasing odor, and the LORD said to Himself: 
“Never again will I doom the earth because of man, since the devisings of 
man’s mind are evil from his youth; nor will I ever again destroy every 
living being, as I have done. (22) So long as the earth endures, Seedtime 
and harvest, Cold and heat, Summer and winter, Day and night Shall not 
cease.” 

 
 
Radak on Genesis 8:21:3 

 The report of what happened during the generation ,ויאמר ה' אל לבו
of the deluge was handed down from generation to generation and 
served as a warning against man again becoming as corrupt as at 
that time. G’d would not again punish the community at large on 
account of depraved individuals, but He would punish all the 
individuals who are wicked, as He demonstrated when He 
destroyed Sodom and its satellites. 

 
 
Genesis 9:11 

(11) I will maintain My covenant with you: never again shall all flesh be 
cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to 
destroy the earth.” 

 
 
Chizkuni, Genesis 9:11:1 

 ,I shall maintain My covenant as applicable“ ,והקימותי את בריתי
etc.” The reason why G-d’s promise not to bring on another deluge 
is repeated in the same verse, is to underline that even if the human 
race would again be guilty of similar conduct to that which had 
brought about the deluge, this covenant would not be considered by 
G-d as null and void. 
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Genesis 9:12 

(12) God further said, “This is the sign that I set for the covenant between 
Me and you, and every living creature with you, for all ages to come. 

 
 
Radak on Genesis 9:12:1 

 to both Noach and his sons, that the visible sign that ,ויאמר אלוקים
they need not worry about experiencing another deluge when He 
had occasion to make rain fall on earth, is the rainbow, which will 
serve as such a sign of the covenant for all future generations. 

 
 

What does a rainbow represent to you? 
 
 
Isaiah 53:1-7 

(1) “Who can believe what we have heard? Upon whom has the arm of the 
LORD been revealed? (2) For he has grown, by His favor, like a tree 
crown, Like a tree trunk out of arid ground. He had no form or beauty, that 
we should look at him: No charm, that we should find him pleasing. (3) He 
was despised, shunned by men, A man of suffering, familiar with disease. 
As one who hid his face from us, He was despised, we held him of no 
account. (4) Yet it was our sickness that he was bearing, Our suffering that 
he endured. We accounted him plagued, Smitten and afflicted by God; (5) 
But he was wounded because of our sins, Crushed because of our 
iniquities. He bore the chastisement that made us whole, And by his 
bruises we were healed. (6) We all went astray like sheep, Each going his 
own way; And the LORD visited upon him The guilt of all of us.” (7) He 
was maltreated, yet he was submissive, He did not open his mouth; Like a 
sheep being led to slaughter, Like a ewe, dumb before those who shear her, 
He did not open his mouth. 

 
 

Do you believe God is affected by our choices (both good and bad)?  
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Isaiah 54:8-9 

(8) In slight anger, for a moment, I hid My face from you; But with 
kindness everlasting I will take you back in love —said the LORD your 
Redeemer. (9) For this to Me is like the waters of Noah: As I swore that 
the waters of Noah Nevermore would flood the earth, So I swear that I will 
not Be angry with you or rebuke you. 

 
 

What idea is Isaiah reinforcing about God and forgiveness? 
 
 
Isaiah 25:4-9 

(4) For You have been a refuge for the poor man, A shelter for the needy 
man in his distress— Shelter from rainstorm, shade from heat. When the 
fury of tyrants was like a winter rainstorm, (5) The rage of strangers like 
heat in the desert, You subdued the heat with the shade of clouds, The 
singing of the tyrants was vanquished. (6) The LORD of Hosts will make 
on this mount For all the peoples A banquet of rich viands, A banquet of 
choice wines— Of rich viands seasoned with marrow, Of choice wines 
well refined. (7) And He will destroy on this mount the shroud That is 
drawn over the faces of all the peoples And the covering that is spread 
Over all the nations: (8) He will destroy death forever. My Lord GOD will 
wipe the tears away From all faces And will put an end to the reproach of 
His people Over all the earth— For it is the LORD who has spoken. (9) In 
that day they shall say: This is our God; We trusted in Him, and He 
delivered us. This is the LORD, in whom we trusted; Let us rejoice and 
exult in His deliverance! 

 
 

How is God portrayed by Isaiah? 
Do you connect with this conception of God? 
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