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Wise or Cunning? 
Vayeitzei  --   Genesis 30:14 - 31:16 

Source Sheet by Rabbi Roxanne J.S. Shapiro 
 

Genesis 30:14-21 

(14) Once, at the time of the wheat harvest, Reuben came upon some mandrakes in the 

field and brought them to his mother Leah. Rachel said to Leah, “Please give me some 

of your son’s mandrakes.” (15) But she said to her, “Was it not enough for you to take 

away my husband, that you would also take my son’s mandrakes?” Rachel replied, “I 

promise, he shall lie with you tonight, in return for your son’s mandrakes.”  

(16) When Jacob came home from the field in the evening, Leah went out to meet 

him and said, “You are to sleep with me, for I have hired you with my son’s 

mandrakes.” And he lay with her that night. (17) God heeded Leah, and she conceived 

and bore him a fifth son. (18) And Leah said, “God has given me my reward for having 

given my maid to my husband.” So, she named him Issachar. (19) When Leah 

conceived again and bore Jacob a sixth son, (20) Leah said, “God has given me a choice 

gift; this time my husband will exalt me, for I have borne him six sons.” So, she named 

him Zebulun. (21) Last, she bore him a daughter, and named her Dinah. 
 

Sforno on Genesis 30:14:1 

 ,when he saw that his mother was unhappy that she was no longer having children ,וילך ראובן (1)
 

Ramban on Genesis 30:14:1 

(1) DUDAIM. 'Sigalei' and in lang. of Yishmael 'Yasmin' I found in Rashi's commentary. but it is not 

so for Yasmin (Jasmine) in Arabic is called the same in the words of the rabbis. As we say in the 

[tractate Shabbat] chapter Bameh Tomnin: The refuse of the 'Yasmin' is permitted [for washing the 

face on Shabbat] Some say 'siglai' is 'banafsaj' (violets) about which the Rabbis say: we say over them 

"who creates aromatic plants" However their season isn't in the time of wheat harvest (when Reuven 

found the "dudaim") Maybe he found them by chance. The most fitting is to accept the opinion of 

Onkelus who translates them as 'yavruchin'. Likewise, it says in Breishit Rabbah: Rabbi Chiya says: 

['dudaim are] yavruchin. They are 'yabruh' in Arabic (mandrakes). Ibn Ezra says: dudaim the translator 

into Arabic (Onkelus) says yavruchin, and so they're called in the language of Yishmael (Arabic). They 

have a pleasant smell like it says "the 'dudaim' have given firth their scent"(song of songs 7:14). they 

have the shape of a human being for they have a likeness of head and 2 hands. there are those who say 

their good for conception; but I don't know for they have a cold nature. These are [ibn Ezra's] words. 

The best inter. is that she wanted them to enjoy and take pleasure from their scent (not for medical 

reasons) . For it was thru prayer Rachel's [bareness] was alleviated not thru medical reasons. Reuven 

brought branches of the 'dudaim' or the fruit which resembles apples, and these have good smell. The 

root however which is formed in shape of head and 2 hands, he didn’t bring. And its root is good for 

conception. If this is true, its due to some mysterious property that they have not their nature. But I 

haven't seen in the medical books that speak of mandrakes. 
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Sforno on Genesis 30:14:2 

 a pleasant-smelling herb, the fragrance stimulating the human organs related to ,וימצא דודאים (2)

conceiving and giving birth. Our sages (Baba Kamma 82) said garlic has a similar effect on people and 

that this is the reason why one eats garlic on Friday nights when the husbands cohabit with their wives. 

The Dudaim appear to have been known as producing a similar effect. It is possible that the Dudaim 

had an even better effect in stimulating the feelings of love between a man and his wife. This idea is 

based on Song of Songs 7,13-14 שם אתן את דודי לך, הדודאים נתנו ריח, “there I will give my love to you, 

the mandrakes yield their fragrance.” Our verse would testify both to Reuven’s righteousness and his 

intelligence. especially considering that at that time he could hardly have been older than 4 or five 

years old. 
 

Sforno on Genesis 30:15:1 

(1) Isn’t it enough that you took. You should not have agreed to become my co-wife in the first 

place, since the Torah disapproves of marrying sisters. 
 

Ramban on Genesis 30:15:1 

(1) WAS YOUR TAKING MY HUSBAND INSIGNIFICANT? The explanation is that Leah asked "is 

it an small thing for you that you took my husband for yourself , as if you were his wife and I were the 

maidservant, that you now even make yourself a mistress [over me] to take the 'dudaim' whose smell 

I'm enjoying?" its possible that Leah had wanted them [not for their smell] but for the sake of Yaakov, 

to freshen his bed, for "the manner of woman were upon her" Likewise it says ''I have perfumed my 

bed with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon" (proverbs 7:17) Therefore Leah said "Was your taking my 

husband from me insignificant that you also want my sons 'dudaim' to entice him with them?" Some 

say 'dudaim' are plants that increase [man's] desire for women, 'dudaim' is from "a time of love" 

(Ezekiel 16:8). And that's why Leah said "was your taking my husband from me insignificant...," as I 

explained. 
 

Sforno on Genesis 30:15:2 

(2) Would you also take. Do you now wish to increase Yaakov’s love for you and his hatred for me? 

 

Sforno on Genesis 30:15:3 

 In order that the effect of your sleeping with him will become effective before I .לכן ישכב עמך הלילה (3)

can use the effect of the mandrakes. You will therefore not suffer any damage if you give me some of 

the mandrakes now. This is all the more so if, as our sages contend, these mandrakes were ownerless 

and had never belonged to anyone specifically. (Bereshit Rabbah,72,2) 

 

Sforno on Genesis 30:16:1 

(1) You will come to me. This will entail no injustice since Rochel agreed. Like Adam before the sin, 

the Patriarchs and Matriarchs related to reproduction as nothing other than a way to produce more 

servants for God. 
 

Sforno on Genesis 30:16:2 

 willingly, not reluctantly. He appreciated her urgent desire to have more ,וישכב עמה בלילה הוא (2)

children fathered by him. 
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Sforno on Genesis 30:17:1 

 because she had used both natural means, and then, failing to succeed, relied on ,וישמע אלוקים אל לאה (1)

prayer. She herself is on record as confirming this when she said נתן אלוקים שכרי אשר נתתי שפחתי לאישי, 

“G’d has given me my reward for having offered my handmaid to my husband. Giving Zilpah to 

Yaakov was considered by her as a way of relying on natural means of having more children, seeing 

she had come to the conclusion that she could not have any more from her own womb. 
 

Sforno on Genesis 30:20:1 

(1) God has given. God gave her Yissachar in reward for her first effort in giving Yaakov her 

maidservant and God gave her Zevulun in reward for her second effort in trading the jasmine flowers 

for an additional night with him. 
 

Sforno on Genesis 30:20:2 

(2) A goodly portion. She was deserving of reward because her only intention was to increase God’s 

honor. 
 

Midrash Tanchuma, Vayeshev 6:2 

(2) Observe that when the Holy One, blessed be God, was about to fashion Eve, God gave considerable 

thought to the parts of Adam’s body out of which God would create her. God said: If I create her out of 

a portion of his head, she will be haughty; if I fashion her from his eyes, she will be inquisitive; if I 

mold her out of his mouth, she will babble; from the ear, she will be an eavesdropper; from the hands, 

she will steal; and from the feet, she will be a gadabout. What did God do? God fashioned her out of 

one of Adam’s ribs, a chaste portion of the body, so that she would stay modestly at home, as it is said: 

And the rib which Adonai had taken (Gen. 2:22). Nevertheless, women do not lack any of these 

failings. God did not create her from the head of Adam lest she be haughty, nevertheless the daughters 

of Zion arose and were haughty, as is said: Moreover, Adonai said: Because the daughters of Zion are 

haughty (Isa. 3:16). God did not fashion her from his eyes lest she be inquisitive, yet Eve was 

inquisitive, as it is said: And the woman saw that the tree was good (Gen. 3:6). God did not mold her 

from his mouth lest she babble, but Leah came and babbled, as it is written: And she said unto her: “Is 

it a small matter that thou hast taken away my husband?” (Gen. 30:15), and it states elsewhere: And 

Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses (Num. 12:1). God did not create her from the ear, lest she 

eavesdrop, yet Sarah did eavesdrop, as is said: And Sarah heard in the tent door (Gen. 18:10); God did 

not fashion her out of his hand, lest she steal, nevertheless Rachel stole the teraphim, as it is said: And 

Rachel stole (ibid. 31:19); God did not create her from the foot, lest she be a gadabout, but Leah came 

and was a gadabout, as is said: And Leah went out (ibid. 30:16), and similarly Dinah went out (ibid. 

34:1). 
 

Midrash Tanchuma, Vayetzei 8:3 

(3) You find that this happened to Leah. After she had given birth to six sons, she foresaw in a dream 

that Jacob would ultimately have twelve sons. Since she had already given birth to six sons, and was 

pregnant with her seventh child, and the two handmaidens had each borne two sons, making ten sons 

in all, Leah arose and pleaded with the Holy One, saying: Master of the Universe, twelve tribes are to 

descend from Jacob, and since I have already given birth to six sons, and am pregnant with a seventh 

child, and each of the handmaidens has born two sons, which accounts for ten sons, if the child within 

me is a male, my sister will not bear even as many sons as the handmaidens. The Holy One, blessed be 

God, hearkened to her prayer and converted the fetus in her womb into a female, as it is said: And 
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afterwards she bore a daughter and called her Dinah (Gen. 30:21). The masculine form of afterwards 

is written in this verse, and not the feminine form (thus signifying that the fetus was originally that of a 

male child). 

 

Midrash Tanchuma, Vayishlach 7:1 

(1) And Dinah, the daughter of Leah, went out to see (Gen. 34:1). Was she not also Jacob’s 

daughter? Indeed, but Scripture associates her name with that of her mother. Leah’s daughter (Dinah) 

loved to roam about just as her mother did. How do we know this about Leah? It is written: And Leah 

went out to meet him (Gen. 30:16). Ezekiel declared: Behold, everyone that uses proverbs shall use this 

proverb against thee, saying: As the mother, so her daughter (Ezek. 16:44). To see should be read as 

“to be seen,” for though she went out to see, she was, in fact, seen, as it is said: And Shechem the son of 

Hamor … saw her (Gen. 34:2). 
 

Genesis 30:25-31:16 

(25) After Rachel had borne Joseph, Jacob said to Laban, “Give me leave to go back to 

my own homeland. (26) Give me my wives and my children, for whom I have served 

you, that I may go; for well you know what services I have rendered you.” (27) But 

Laban said to him, “If you will indulge me, I have learned by divination that Adonai has 

blessed me on your account.” (28) And he continued, “Name the wages due from me, 

and I will pay you.”  

(29) But he said, “You know well how I have served you and how your livestock 

has fared with me. (30) For the little you had before I came has grown too much, since 

Adonai has blessed you wherever I turned. And now, when shall I make provision for 

my own household?” (31) He said, “What shall I pay you?” And Jacob said, “Pay me 

nothing! If you will do this thing for me, I will again pasture and keep your flocks: (32) 

let me pass through your whole flock today, removing from there every speckled and 

spotted animal—every dark-colored sheep and every spotted and speckled goat. Such 

shall be my wages. (33) In the future when you go over my wages, let my honesty 

toward you testify for me: if there are among my goats any that are not speckled or 

spotted or any sheep that are not dark-colored, they got there by theft.” (34) And Laban 

said, “Very well, let it be as you say.”  

(35) But that same day he removed the streaked and spotted he-goats and all the 

speckled and spotted she-goats—every one that had white on it—and all the dark-

colored sheep, and left them in the charge of his sons. (36) And he put a distance of 

three days’ journey between himself and Jacob, while Jacob was pasturing the rest of 

Laban’s flock.  

(37) Jacob then got fresh shoots of poplar, and of almond and plane, and peeled 

white stripes in them, laying bare the white of the shoots. (38) The rods that he had 

peeled he set up in front of the goats in the troughs, the water receptacles, that the goats 

came to drink from. Their mating occurred when they came to drink, (39) and since the 

goats mated by the rods, the goats brought forth streaked, speckled, and spotted young. 

(40) But Jacob dealt separately with the sheep; he made these animals face the streaked 

or wholly dark-colored animals in Laban’s flock. And, so, he produced special flocks 
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for himself, which he did not put with Laban’s flocks. (41) Moreover, when the sturdier 

animals were mating, Jacob would place the rods in the troughs, in full view of the 

animals, so that they mated by the rods; (42) but with the feebler animals he would not 

place them there. Thus, the feeble ones went to Laban and the sturdy to Jacob. (43) So, 

the man grew exceedingly prosperous, and came to own large flocks, maidservants and 

menservants, camels and asses.  

(1) Now he heard the things that Laban’s sons were saying: “Jacob has taken all 

that was our father’s, and from that which was our father’s he has built up all this 

wealth.” (2) Jacob also saw that Laban’s manner toward him was not as it had been in 

the past. (3) Then Adonai said to Jacob, “Return to the land of your fathers where you 

were born, and I will be with you.”  

(4) Jacob had Rachel and Leah called to the field, where his flock was, (5) and 

said to them, “I see that your father’s manner toward me is not as it has been in the past. 

But the God of my father has been with me. (6) As you know, I have served your father 

with all my might; (7) but your father has cheated me, changing my wages time and 

again. God, however, would not let him do me harm. (8) If he said thus, ‘The speckled 

shall be your wages,’ then all the flocks would drop speckled young; and if he said thus, 

‘The streaked shall be your wages,’ then all the flocks would drop streaked young. (9) 

God has taken away your father’s livestock and given it to me. (10) “Once, at the 

mating time of the flocks, I had a dream in which I saw that the he-goats mating with 

the flock were streaked, speckled, and mottled. (11) And in the dream an angel of God 

said to me, ‘Jacob!’ ‘Here,’ I answered. (12) And he said, ‘Note well that all the he-

goats which are mating with the flock are streaked, speckled, and mottled; for I have 

noted all that Laban has been doing to you. (13) I am the God of Beth-el, where you 

anointed a pillar and where you made a vow to Me. Now, arise and leave this land and 

return to your native land.’”  

(14) Then Rachel and Leah answered him, saying, “Have we still a share in the 

inheritance of our father’s house? (15) Surely, he regards us as outsiders, now that he 

has sold us and has used up our purchase price. (16) Truly, all the wealth that God has 

taken away from our father belongs to us and to our children. Now then, do just as God 

has told you.” 
 

Sforno on Genesis 30:25:1 

 even though Yaakov did not own any livestock at that time, seeing he had crossed the ,שלחני ואלכה (1)

Yabbok with only his walking staff, he did have enough provisions and cash for himself and his 

extensive family. Had he not possessed these, it would have been irresponsible in the highest degree to 

undertake this kind of a journey relying on God’s miracles to sustain him. Furthermore, it is 

inconceivable that Lavan a wealthy and respected individual in his town, would consent to let Yaakov 

take his wives and children, Lavan’s own family, on a journey in which they would face death from 

starvation. Lavan’s objection to Yaakov’s departing at this time was based on self-interest. He pleaded 

with him, seeing he knew that his wealth had been due to Yaakov’s presence and he did not want to 

lose the source of his financial success. 
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Sforno on Genesis 30:29:1 

 do not attribute your sudden wealth to the power of your teraphim, i.e. to ,אתה ידעת את אשר עבדתיך (1)

influences connected with your horoscope, but attribute it to the faithful manner in which I tended your 

flocks, and to my expertise as well as my dedication in maximizing the potential connected with the 

craft of being an expert shepherd. 
 

Sforno on Genesis 30:29:2 

 the herds had contained defective animals, maimed ones, etc.; I cured those ,ואת אשר היה מקנך אתי (2)

using my expert knowledge in raising sheep, and cattle. 
 

Sforno on Genesis 30:30:1 

 still, when you said that Adonai blessed you during my presence here, this is true ,ויברך ה' אותך לרגלי (1)

beyond a doubt; 
 

Sforno on Genesis 30:31:2 

 if Adonai will see fit to bless me, Adonai will certainly not deny you what you are ,לא תתן לי מאומה (2)

entitled to. Our sages have a rule that a person cannot negatively influence what his fellow human is 

entitled to. (Yuma 38) 
 

Sforno on Genesis 30:35:1 

 after Lavan had agreed to Yaakov’s proposal he removed not only the ,ויסר ביום ההוא את התישים (1)

females with such skin patterns as Yaakov had mentioned, etc., but also the males both young an 

mature ones. [His objective was to make it almost impossible for Yaakov to prosper by relying on 

genetic factors. Ed.] 
 

Sforno on Genesis 30:38:1 

 he positioned the staves before the line of vision of the sheep in order to make them look ,לנכח הצאן (1)

when this work was performed, and this experience would be anchored in their imagination at the time 

they conceived and were pregnant. Visual impressions formed during such periods are of lasting value 

and usually produce some effect in the young animals born as a result of that pregnancy. 
 

Sforno on Genesis 30:42:1 

 in order that Lavan should not think that the results which so clearly favored ,ובהעטיף הצאן לא ישים (1)

Yaakov could have been achieved only through deceitful activities on his part. 
 

Sforno on Genesis 31:1:1 

(1) He heard the words. He heard that Lavan’s sons were slandering him out of jealousy. 
 

Sforno on Genesis 31:2:1 

(1) Yaakov saw Lavan’s face. He saw that he had accepted his sons’ slander. 
 

Sforno on Genesis 31:16:2 

(2) Now. Now that he has accepted the slander about you and may use it to justify stealing whatever 

you have. 
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