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Radak on Genesis 33:4:2 

 the word has a dot on each of the letters. (Bereshit Rabbah 78:9) Rabbi Shimon ben ,וישקהו
Elazar says that everywhere where you find the dots do not cover each letter 
of the word underneath we give preference to the meaning of the text as is, 
without the dots. When there are more dots than letters, we give emphasis in 
our interpretation to the dots. In this instance, there are as many dots as there 
are letters in the word וישקהו, so that we understand that Esau kissed Jacob 
sincerely with all his heart. To this Rabbi Yannai countered by asking that if 
this is indeed so, why bother to put any dots on the word if they do not affect 
the meaning? We therefore must interpret that originally Esau had intended to 
bite Jacob’s neck feigning an embrace. God made Esau's teeth as soft as wax 
and Jacob’s neck as hard as ivory. 
 
 
Bereishit Rabbah 78:8 

...Esau ran to greet him. [He embraced Jacob and, falling on his neck,] he 
kissed him; [and they wept.] (Gen. 33:4). [The word] 'kissed' is dotted [above 
each letter in the Torah's writing]. Rabbi Simeon ben Elazar said . . . it 
teaches that [Esau] felt compassion in that moment and kissed [Jacob] with 
all his heart. 
 
 
Bereishit Rabbah 78:9 

 

Genesis 33:4 

And Esau ran to meet him, and 
embraced him, and fell on his neck, 
and kissed him; and they wept.  

 

 בראשית ל״ג:ד׳

 וַּיָָ֨רץ  ֵעָׂש֤ו  ִלְקָראתֹו֙ וְַֽיַחְּבֵק֔הּו וִַּיּפֹ֥ל
  ַעל־ַצָּואָר֖ו  וַּׄיִָּׁׄשׄק֑ׄהּׄוׄ  וִַּיְבּֽכּו׃

https://www.sefaria.org/profile/marina-yergin
https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/6126
https://www.sefaria.org/profile/ariel-ben-klezmer
https://www.sefaria.org/Radak_on_Genesis.33.4.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Bereishit_Rabbah.78.8
https://www.sefaria.org/Bereishit_Rabbah.78.9
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.33.4
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.33.4


Rabbi Yannai said to him: If so, why is ['kissed'] dotted? On the contrary, it 
teaches that [Esau] came not to kiss [Jacob] but to bite him, but our ancestor 
Jacob's neck became like marble and that wicked man's teeth were blunted. 
Hence, 'and they wept' teaches that [Jacob] wept because of his neck and 
[Esau] wept because of his teeth. 
 
 
Rashi on Genesis 33:4:2 

 AND HE KISSED HIM — Dots are placed above the letters of this וישקהו
word, and a difference of opinion is expressed... as to what these dots are 
intended to suggest: some explain the dotting as meaning that he did not kiss 
him with his whole heart, whereas R Simeon the son of Johai said: Is it not 
well-known that Esau hated Jacob? But at that moment his pity was really 
aroused and he kissed him with his whole heart. (Sifrei Bamidbar 69.2) 

 
 

Haamek Davar on Genesis 33:4:1 

They both cried - this comes to teach us that Jacob was emotional at this 
moment with love for his brother. So it is for generations, when the children 
of Esau connect with the Jews in a spirit of purity and recognize their 
greatness, then we too recognize and connect with Esau because he is our 
brother.   
 
 
Sometimes we struggle with people that we have conflict with. How do we 
approach them? What do we do? How do we interact with them? How do we 
acknowledge them? 
  
In this case, it is important to remember that we either kiss with our whole 
hearts or our bite causes pain for both sides. We need to be nice to one 
another or it will be painful for everyone. 
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