
 

Vayechi Discussion Sheet 
Based on a sheet by Aviva Marer 

 
 

Summary 
Jacob knows that he is going to die soon, so he calls Joseph to him and 
formally adopts Joseph’s sons Menasheh and Ephraim, saying that his 
descendants will bless their offspring to be like Ephraim and Menasheh. 
Jacob then gives blessings to all of his sons. Jacob dies and his children take 
him back to the land of Canaan to be buried in the Cave of Machpelah. 
Eventually Joseph dies after making his brothers promise to bury him in 
Israel when they finally leave Egypt. 
 

 
 
1. This is the first interaction in the Torah between grandchildren and 
grandparents. What do you think Jacob would have written in an ethical will 
to his grandchildren? What would you write to yours? This is also one of the 
first times in the Torah where we are warned of an impending death. Joseph 
is offered a chance to say his final goodbye. How do we deal with unexpected 
vs expected deaths with regards to our Judaism and mourning practices? 
 

 
Genesis 48:1 

(1) Some time afterward, Joseph 
was told, “Your father is ill.” So he 
took with him his two sons, 
Manasseh and Ephraim. 

 

 בראשית מ״ח:א׳

 (א) וְַיִה֗י ַאֲחֵרי֙ ַהְּדָבִר֣ים ָהֵאֶּ֔לה
 וַּיֹ֣אֶמר ְליֹוֵס֔ף ִהֵּנ֥ה ָאִב֖יָך חֶֹל֑ה

 וִַּיַּק֞ח ֶאת־ְׁשֵנ֤י ָבָניו֙ ִעּמֹ֔ו ֶאת־ְמַנֶּׁש֖ה
 ְוֶאת־ֶאְפָרִים׃

 
Genesis 48:20 

(20) So he blessed them that day, 
saying, “By you shall Israel invoke 
blessings, saying: God make you 

 

 בראשית מ״ח:כ׳

 (כ) וְַיָבֲ֨רֵכ֜ם ַּבּיֹ֣ום ַההּוא֮ ֵלאמֹור֒
ְמך֣  ְּבך֗ ְיָבֵר֤ך ִיְׂשָרֵאל֙ ֵלאמֹ֔ר ְיׂשִֽ
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1. Why are these two chosen as role models for our children? One reason is 
that they are the first siblings to have a normal relationship. Another is that 
they are the first “Jews” born outside the Land of Israel, yet they kept their 
identity. As Diaspora Jews, how to be balance our Jewish identity with our 
North American identity? 
 

 
 
1. In this moment, Jacob offers his words of wisdom regarding life lessons. 
How can our experiences help inform what we teach the next generation? 
What do we think this past year will look like in history books? 
 

 
 
1. Jacob’s children take a trip to the Land of Israel. If you were to take your 
grandchildren to your homeland, where would it be? Are we as Jews of the 

like Ephraim and Manasseh.” Thus 
he put Ephraim before Manasseh.  

 ֱאלִֹה֔ים ְּכֶאְפַרִ֖ים ְוִכְמַנֶּׁש֑ה וַּיֶָׂ֥שם
 ֶאת־ֶאְפַרִ֖ים ִלְפֵנ֥י ְמַנֶּׁשה׃

 
Genesis 49:2 

(2) Assemble and hearken, O sons 
of Jacob; Hearken to Israel your 
father: 

 

 בראשית מ״ט:ב׳

 (ב) ִהָּקְבצּ֥ו ְוִׁשְמעּ֖ו ְּבֵנ֣י ַיֲעקֹ֑ב
 ְוִׁשְמעּ֖ו ֶאל־ִיְׂשָרֵא֥ל ֲאִביֶכם׃

 
Genesis 50:13 

(13) His sons carried him to the 
land of Canaan, and buried him in 
the cave of the field of Machpelah, 
the field near Mamre, which 
Abraham had bought for a burial 
site from Ephron the Hittite. 

 

 בראשית נ׳:י״ג

 (יג) וִַּיְׂשאּ֨ו אֹתֹ֤ו ָבָניו֙ ַאְ֣רָצה ְּכנַַ֔ען
 וִַּיְקְּברּ֣ו אֹתֹ֔ו ִּבְמָעַר֖ת ְׂשֵד֣ה

 ַהַּמְכֵּפָל֑ה ֲאֶׁש֣ר ָקָנה֩ ַאְבָרָה֨ם
 ֶאת־ַהָּׂשֶד֜ה ַלֲאֻחַּזת־ֶקֶ֗בר ֵמֵא֛ת

 ֶעְפרֹ֥ן ַהִחִּת֖י ַעל־ְּפֵנ֥י ַמְמרֵֽא׃
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Diaspora drifting further away from Israel? Where do we think Diaspora 
Jews will stand in relationship to Israel decades from now? 
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