
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter D. Smithhisler was recently announced as the new executive director of the Indianapolis 

Hebrew Congregation (IHC) in Indianapolis, Indiana. 

As executive director, Smithhisler will be responsible for the overall day-to-day management of 

IHC’s administrative and financial affairs, working with the board of directors to implement IHC’s 

strategic plan, and work with clergy to achieve IHC’s mission. In addition, the executive director 

works with staff to address member relations, acts as a liaison to other Jewish organizations and the 

secular community, and provides support to the many committees, auxiliaries, and interest groups of 

the synagogue. 

Most recently, Smithhisler served Valley City State University in North Dakota as Vice President 

for Student Affairs (VPSA) where he directed the Student Affairs division, leading VCSU’s efforts 

in enrollment, retention, and financial aid; residence life and dining; cocurricular activities; 

counseling, career and diversity services; parent relations; student safety, government and judicial 

process; and new student orientation. 

Smithhisler previously served the North American Interfraternity Conference (NIC) in Indianapolis, 

Ind., most recently as president and CEO. (NIC, a 75-member trade association, serves 400,000 

student members and 5 million alumni on 800 campuses throughout the United States and Canada.) 

Smithhisler began his NIC career in 1998 as director of leadership education; in 2001, he became 

vice president for media and community relations, and in 2007 he became president and CEO, as 

well as executive vice president of the NIC Foundation. 

His other higher education experience includes work at Colorado State University (Fort Collins, 

Colo.) as interim director of campus activities, associate director of campus activities and director of 

Greek life; at the University of North Dakota (Grand Forks, N.D.) as coordinator of Greek life; and 

at Western Illinois University (Macomb, Ill.) as interfraternity council advisor. 

He is active a number of community organizations including National Benchmarking Organization, 

Lambda Chi Alpha Fraternity, College Mentors for Kids, Gamma Sigma Alpha National Academic 

Honor Society, and NASPA. 

Smithhisler and his wife, Christina, are the parents of adult twin daughters, Olivia and Hadley.  
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Indianapolis Hebrew 

Congregation is an inclusive 

Jewish community where 

all congregants matter, are 

inspired to action through 

Jewish values, and 

experience Judaism in a 

meaningful way. 

 

 

 


